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needs to in order to get a positive reaction. This is highlighted by the fact that Mark credits her “word” —
rather than her faith—for inspiring Jesus to heal her daughter (Mark 7.29).5

THE EFFECT OF MARK’S STORYTELLING

By playing the part of the religious authorities, Jesus actually highlights the absurdity of exclusion based
on superficial issues such as ethnicity and gender. God’s kingdom breaks down such outward barriers and
judges persons based on what dwells inside of their hearts. This story, then, is a prime example of Jesus’
subversion of exclusive boundaries based on surface issues and is an outworking of those views that he had
previously espoused in Mark 7.1-23. This new community is an inclusive one where a Gentile woman can
fully experience the blessings of God.

HoLLy J. CAREY IS ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BIBLICAL STUDIES AT ATLANTA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE. HER
PUBLICATIONS ON MARK INCLUDE JESUS’ CRY FROM THE CROSS: TOWARDS A FIRST-CENTURY UNDERSTANDING OF
THE INTERTEXTUAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PSALM 22 AND THE NARRATIVE OF MARK’S GOSPEL (T&T CLARK,
2009) AND “TEACHINGS AND TIRADES: JESUS’ TEMPLE ACT AND HiS TEACHINGS IN MARK 11.15-19,” STONE-
CampPBELL JOURNAL 10.1 (2007): 93—-105.

4. Rhoads, “Narrative-Critical,” 359: “The cleverness of her response is that she honored his rejection and still found a

place for her request.”

5. This is unlike a similar healing story (Mark 5.34), where it is the faith of the woman that has healed her. Matthew’s
version of our passage, on the other hand, credits the woman’s faith as the driving force behind her daughter’s healing
(Matt 15.28). I would not, however, make so much of Mark’s use of logos here (Mark 7.29) to suggest that the woman is
somehow carrying God’s word to Jesus (as if teaching him), contra Rhoads, “Narrative-Critical,” 361.
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