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fourteen pages about Stone's work with hardly a
mention of men such as Rich Haggard and John
Mulkey. Webb gives five chapters to Campbell and
calls him "the unrivaled leader" of the movement.

Perhaps the new video documentary, "Like
Fire in Dry Stubble: The Life of Barton W. Stone"
(which includes many comments from Dr. Webb),
will give some new insights into Stone's importance
in the movement.

The decades following the civil war were
"the dark ages of controversy and stagnation," ac-
cording to Webb. He identifies many causes for the
Christian Church/Church of Christ division at the
end of the century, including the music controversy,
the missionary society and its support of the North
during the Civil War, varying understandings of
what it meant to restore the primitive church,
questions about the silence of scripture and socio-
logical differences between the victorious North and
prostrate South. Webb's analysis, in my judgment,
is thorough and accurate.

Webb's treatment of the twentieth century
has five chapters (127 pages) about the controver-
sies that led to the rupture between Disciples and
Independents. Those ofus in the non-instrumental
churches who are not aware of the impact of theo-
logical liberalism on many brethren in the North,
and who have not followed their controversies over
"open membership" and "restructure," will find this
section ofWebb's book most helpful.

Like James DeForest Murch, Webb has
closed his history with a chapter about each of the
three wings ofthe Restoration Movement today, and
these chapters are well done. It does seem to me that
Webb may have relied a little too heavily on left-of-
the-center sources, rather than the mainstream, for
some of his appraisals of us.

The first printing of the book has many
printing errors. One dropped out two or three lines
oftype from a critical explanation ofthe designations
he would use for the various wings ofthe movement
(p. 12). The book has no index in the first printing,
but one is supposed to be added in later printings.

Overall, I think Webb has given us an out-
standing new history. I am using it as a required
text in my course in restoration history at Abilene
Christian University-a recommendation that
speaks louder than words.

Bill J. Humble
Abilene Christian University
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The Origins of the Restoration Movement: An
Intellectual History,
by Richard Tristano.
Atlanta: Glenmary Research Center, 1988.

This recent work by Richard M. Tristano
provides a helpful perspective in tracing the intel-
lectual sources of the Restoration Movement. It is
all the more interesting because it is written from
thepoint-of-view ofan "outsider." Tristano's research
was sponsored by the Glenmary Research Center, a
Roman Catholic institution in Atlanta, and, perhaps
to the surprise ofmany, his discussion ofthathistory
is largely sympathetic.

Tristano's most significant insights center
around the inherent intellectual and philosophical
tensions in the very fabric of the Restoration ideal.
At the heart of the movement were impulses which
were basic to its existence but which were difficult to
harmonize.

The central tension revolved around the
strong desire both for unity and truth. From the very
beginning, the American Restoration Movement was
a unity movement. In discussing the work of Tho-
mas Campbell, Tristano says, ''What distinguishes
Restorationism from Protestant ecumenism is that
the Restoration Movement soon became an effort to
eliminate denominations and to substitute an actual
unification of the Church of Christ."

While virtually all the early leaders came
from the Presbyterian Church, significant dialogue
was held with members from a wide diversity of
denominations. In fact, for seventeen years, the
churches associated with Alexander Campbell were
officiallymembers of the Redstone Baptist Associa-
tion. The driving vision in the early years of the
movement was the uniting (or ultimately the
elimination) of various denominations within one
church.

But they must be united under the truth of
the New Testament. The goal was not mere insti-
tutional unity but unity established onbiblical truth.
This impulse drove Restoration leaders to make
several conclusions clearly at odds with contempo-
rary American Protestantism, most notably the belief
in the necessity ofbeliever's baptism by immersion
for the forgiveness of sins. This and other doctrinal
conclusions led to the ostracization of the Restora-
tion churches by other religious groups and caused
a crisis of purpose. Can the drive for truth be
compromised for the sake ofunity? Can the drive for
unity be compromised by too narrow an under-
standing of truth?

Tristano handles this issue with great
sympathy. Both impulses were legitimate and clearly
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biblical. But both had their down sides in. the
movement. The impulse to unity often led to easy
ecumenism and theological relativism (with few
absolute truths). The impulse for truth often led to
exclusivism and arrogance and an open rejection of
any religious tolerance. Some Restoration preach-
ers became highly dogmatic and argumentative. As
a result, the two primary impulses became almost
mutually exclusive. Ironically, the movement which
originated from a desire for unity quickly divided.
And the consequences of those divisions remain
among Restoration churches at the end of the 20th
century.

Other intellectual tensions lay at the heart
of the movement. Many argued, for example, that
everyone can see the Bible alike. On the other hand,
they argued that all individuals can interpret the
Bible for themselves. But as individuals interpreted
for themselves, they found they often interpreted
differently. These and other philosophical tensions '.
made resolution difficult and often sowed the seeds
of division.

Tristano does an excellent job in tracing the
origins ofRestoration thought to the philosophies of
Thomas Reid, John Locke, and other European
scholars, and also to the Radical Reformation of
centuries before. He also describes well the interre-
lationship of the followers of Stone and Campbell,

their eventual merger, and the seeds of disagree-
ment that continued for the decades that followed.
Further, he indicates the power ofRestoration pub-
lications in advancing certain theological positions
and forming patterns ofRestoration orthodoxy.

Finally, Tristano demonstrates the anti-
emotionalism that permeated especially the
Campbell wing of the movement. He describes the
context of frontier revivalism against which many
Restoration leaders reacted.

Tristano's closing lines are worth quoting.
He attempts to answer whether or not this unity
movement, with all its divisions, is a failure. He
answers in the negative. "The need which the
Restoration Movement perceived was how to balance
the human liberty which Americans cherish with
the message of the Gospel, which after all is not
about the diversity but the unity ofhumanity. How
can we balance the human need for pluralism and
author~ty, individual conscience and community,
~leratlOn and religious certitude? These are ques-
tions for our own age. In these questions, in these
perceived needs, rests the genius of the Restoration
Movement."

Jack R. Reese
Abilene Christian University
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