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biblical. But both had their down sides in. the
movement. The impulse to unity often led to easy
ecumenism and theological relativism (with few
absolute truths). The impulse for truth often led to
exclusivism and arrogance and an open rejection of
any religious tolerance. Some Restoration preach-
ers became highly dogmatic and argumentative. As
a result, the two primary impulses became almost
mutually exclusive. Ironically, the movement which
originated from a desire for unity quickly divided.
And the consequences of those divisions remain
among Restoration churches at the end of the 20th
century.

Other intellectual tensions lay at the heart
of the movement. Many argued, for example, that
everyone can see the Bible alike. Onthe otherhand,
they argued that all individuals can interpret the
Bible for themselves. But as individuals interpreted
for themselves, they found they often interpreted

differently. These and other philosophical tensions

made resolution difficult and often sowed the seeds
of division.

Tristano does an excellent job in tracing the
origins of Restoration thought to the philosophies of
Thomas Reid, John Locke, and other European
scholars, and also to the Radical Reformation of
centuries before. He also describes well the interre-
lationship of the followers of Stone and Campbell,
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their eventual merger, and the seeds of disagree-
ment that continued for the decades that followed.
Further, he indicates the power of Restoration pub-
lications in advancing certain theological positions
and forming patterns of Restoration orthodoxy.

Finally, Tristano demonstrates the anti-
emotionalism that permeated especially the
Campbell wing of the movement. He describes the
context of frontier revivalism against which many
Restoration leaders reacted.

Tristano’s closing lines are worth quoting.
He attempts to answer whether or not this unity
movement, with all its divisions, is a failure. He
answers in the negative. “The need which the
Restoration Movement perceived was how to balance
the human liberty which Americans cherish, with
the message of the Gospel, which after all is not
about the diversity but the unity of humanity. How
can we balance the human need for pluralism and
authority, individual conscience and community,
toleration and religious certitude? These are ques-
tions for our own age. In these questions, in these
perceived needs, rests the genius of the Restoration
Movement.”

Jack R. Reese
Abilene Christian University



