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Part 2 explores proverbs that
create and subvert order by examin-
ing Qohelet in Ecclesiastes, proverbs
of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels, and
contemporary proverbs. The section
on contemporary proverbs is a
healthy reminder that proverbial
material is all around us. Contempo-
rary proverbs may challenge our
biblical worldview.

Part 3 provides sample sermons
and six models for preaching prov-
erbs. “The Roving Spotlight” takes a
proverb and places it in a number of
contemporary situations, “spotlight-
ing” how that proverb provides
wisdom for those circumstances.
“The Sometimes, but Not Always”
accents the fact that a proverb is a
partial generalization. The sermon
attempts to view the situations
where the proverb would fit and the
cases where it would not fit. “The
Double Take” is a similar approach
for proverbs that sound too good to
be true. It also attempts to find the
situations where the generalization
would apply and those where it
would not. These first three models
are used for proverbs that create
order.
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“Dueling Proverbs” is a model
that can be used for a “subversive”
proverb. It can be helpful in contrast-
ing a biblical proverb with a contem-
porary proverb. “The Challenger” is
used for proverbs that question the
assumptions of either culture or
church. “The Advocate” speaks to
the congregation in the face of an
opposing dominant culture. A well-
known cultural proverb may be
paired with a biblical proverb to give
the community a theological context
for their striving. These last models
apply to proverbs that subvert order.

The paradigm of order and
subversion for viewing proverbs
tends to color the findings. The point
seems to be that proverbs readily
convey accepted truths. Yet they also
have the power to bring hearers to
consider truths not yet accepted,
because they report experience and
require reflection. Although
McKenzie views Qohelet as an intra-
wisdom critique and not a desire to
rebel against his tradition, the order/
subversion grid leads to overstate-
ments. She writes, “The theological
reflections that underlie Qohelet’s
use of proverbial sayings manage to
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subvert all three of normative
wisdom’s assumptions.” Yet rather
than subverting (that is, destroying)
the assumptions (for example, that
wisdom leads to riches), Qohelet
helps us understand the wise appli-
cation of this general truth. Proverbs
itself has some “better than” prov-
erbs that do the same thing (Prov
15:16-17; 16:8, 16).

Readers may take issue with the
reader-response criticism of Iser as a
beginning point for hermeneutics.
McKenzie also spends a great deal of
time with Q in the discussion of the

‘Synoptic Gospels, which some

preachers may find less helpful. The
assertion that John’s choice of the
masculine Logos instead of the
feminine Sophia “foreshadowed the
later neglect of Wisdom in the West”
is at best controversial.

Despite these reservations,
McKenzie’s sample sermons are
moving and eloquent. Having
committed the “sin” of preaching
some boring sermons from Proverbs,
I found her models worthy of
consideration. Her insights can help
breathe life into proverbs for the

pulpit.

Russ HoLDEN preaches for the
Church of Christ in Grandville,
Michigan.



