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when we use the term" family
ministry." She then provides a
working definition:

Family ministry ... consists of
any activity of a church or
church representative(s) that
directly or indirectly (1) develops
faith-filled families in the congre-
gational community, (2) in-
creases the Christlikeness of the
family relationships of Chris-
tians, and/or (3) equips and
supports Christians who use
their families as a channel of
ministry to others. (p. 374)

Diana Garland is an exiled
faculty person from Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary
who now teaches at Baylor
University. She states, of her
resources for this book:

In writing this book, I have
drawn on my own experi-
ences as a social work educa-
tor, an editor of the journal
Family Ministry: Empowering
Through Faith, a congrega-
tional member, and a member
in both my childhood family
and my adulthood family.
These have shaped my under-
standing of families and
congregations.

In other words, she is qualified
for the task she undertakes in this
book,

This is a large and compre-
hensive book, including almost
everything you might want or
need to know about family
ministry. The book is divided into
two parts, each with two or more
sections, each section with two or
more chapters. It is a book easily
read, and it is intensely practical.
Each chapter, though covering

most adequately the theological
and theoretical material appli-
cable to its topic, ends with a
section that suggests implications
for the church.

Part one is entitled "The
Context for Family Ministry." The
first section examines families
today: a definition of family,
issues confronting families, and
cultural influences. The second
section then looks at processes of
family life: stages and phases of
life, family development, power,
identity, and characteristics of
strong families. The third section
traces the history of families,
providing a socioeconomic
history and an examination of the
church's influence on families.
The final section carefully devel-
ops the biblical foundations for
family: biblical definition, biblical
roles, and biblical words for
family. Chapter 5, which deals
with family communication,
anger, and problem solving, is
worth the price of the book.

Part two is entitled "Leading
Family Ministry." The first section
examines the requisite elements
of planning and leading family
ministry. Perhaps the best chapter
in this section, one of the best in
the entire book, is chapter 17,
"Congregational Life as Family
Ministry," in which Garland
emphasizes how congregational
life can strengthen or weaken
family life. The final section
examines specific family relation-
ships-excellent chapters on
singles as they fit into faith-
families, marriage and divorce,
parents and children, and families
facing crisis and catastrophe.

The book concludes with two
appendixes-a list of social justice
and advocacy organizations, and
resources for family ministry-
and a twenty-page list of refer-
ences.

The reader may be initially
surprised, as I was, that Garland
begins with social and cultural
dimensions of family rather than
with biblical foundations. She
explains that she began to con-
ceptualize the book in the way I
had expected. But she adds that
she chose the route she did
because the Bible must speak to
social and cultural realities,
which, she determined, were
better identified at the beginning
and then examined in light of the
biblical material. After reading
the book, I affirm her approach.

Garland is careful to state that
no church can meet all the
needs for educational services
and counseling within its own
membership, much less in the
larger community. (p. 11)

Yet she urges the reader to think
outside the box to determine
ways that the congregation as a
whole, and the services it pro-
vides, can contribute to both
family health and outreach to
families who are not already
attached to the church. Her
research is meticulous, and she
dispels some of the myths about
families that seem to penetrate
our churches. Her discussion of
the current" family values"
political debate is most insightful.

Where was this book when I
needed it most? In the making, of
course, but I do wish it had been
available when I taught a recent
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D.Min. class on family life minis-
try. I know that I will certainly
use it in the future. Every minis-
ter and Christian educator should
thoroughly digest this book and
use it as a guide for assessing
congregations and communities
to determine an effective ap-
proach to family ministry.

ELEANORA. DANIELis dean and
the Dorothy Keister Walker
Professor of Christian Education
at Emmanuel School of Religion,
Johnson City, Tennessee.

Judith Romney Wegner, Chattel or
Person? The Status of Women in the
Mishnah (New York:Oxford
University Press, 1988),288
pages. Reviewed by Krystin D.
Higgins.

Judith Romney Wegner's
Chattel or Person? The Status of
Women in the Mishnah is a thor-
ough and well-organized evalua-
tion of the mishnaic understand-
ing of women. The book is
divided into eight chapters,
followed by an appendix. The
first chapter provides assump-
tions, definitions, and essential
background information. The
next three chapters discuss
dependent women, followed by
chapters on the autonomous
woman, the woman in the public
domain, the anomaly of woman
in the Mishnah, and the mishnaic
woman and feminist theory.

The first chapter, entitled
"Chattel or Person?" explains
personhood as "the legal status
defined by the complex of an

individual's powers, rights, and
duties in society" (p. 10).Chattels
lack these powers, rights, and
duties. Wegner then gives an
overview of her discoveries,
stating that

indeed, it is only in matters
involving her biological
function, and in no other
context that we find the
Mishnah treating the wife as
her husband's chattel. (p. 16)

Chapter 2 commences the
investigation with those women
considered to be dependent. The
author begins with the minor
daughter-a girl under the age of
twelve-living in her father's
house. She was the citizen of
lowest status, "little more than
her father's marketable asset" (p.
21), with her value determined by
the condition of her virginity. The
minor daughter was, however, a
potential person. Therefore, for
example, a father could not offer
his daughter to the Temple, for
she was not his permanent
property, and her future
personhood was protected.

Chapter 3 explores the
personhood of the wife. Although
a girl gained more personhood
through becoming a wife,

the husband's vested interest
in the wife's biological func-
tion [took] precedence over
any competing interest,
including the rights of the
wife herself. (p. 40)

For example, a woman was
treated as a person able to under-
stand the implications of a vow
and to uphold it. But if her vow
were to impede her husband's
sexual relations with her, he could
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revoke it. Thus we see that "in
nonsexual contexts the sages
endow the wife with a high
degree of personhood" (p. 96).

Next, Wegner investigates the
personhood of the levirate
widow. This woman was an
anomaly, for a traditional widow
enjoyed the most autonomy a
woman could hope to achieve,
while the levirate widow became
sexual chattel inherited by the
levir with whom she was to breed
to produce an heir for her dead
husband. He had all the rights
and privileges of control his
brother had owned and, as a
possible breeder, she could do
almost nothing to resist the
levirate marriage. A surprising
turn is the levirate widow's right
to reject a repulsive levir (with
repulsiveness defined by the
sages).

In chapter 4, the author turns
to the autonomous woman,
namely, the emancipated daugh-
ter (an unmarried and
unbetrothed girl over the age of
twelve), the divorcee, and the
widow. Each of these women had
the ability to select her own
husband if she chose to marry at
all. That which allowed these
women their autonomy was the
paradigm of biblical vows: no one
was permitted to revoke the vows
of an autonomous woman. A
woman also exhibited her au-
tonomy in her own collection for
damages caused by rape (but not
seduction); her permission to "do
as she pleases in all matters
concerning her personal status or
private business" (p. 116);and her
ability to engage in litigation, to
testify in court (though for lim-
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