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munity expectant and committed to grow into the image of Christ. The preaching event is not done individu-
alistically but is a communal activity that recognizes the multiple voices in the text and in our own congre-

gations.

Whatever the choice a particular preacher, congregation, or denomination makes, greater awareness of
the whole Bible is needed in order for us to hear the rich and dynamic fullness of God’s intent for us. Over
a year and through the years, the texts we choose to preach and teach will form people. A limited canon is
simply incapable of providing the strength to live life courageously and faithfully. With a complete canon,
listening to the multiple witnesses of Scripture, hearers can be transformed into a whole people of God.

By faith we accept the Bible as the Word of God and celebrate the consummation of its
divine and human authorship. We preach not the Bible, but the Christ of the Bible. ... “You
diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These
are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life” (John 5:
39-40). A biblical sermon is an exposition of the Scripture, which is an exposition of the gos-
pel, which is an exposition of the life of God. We preach the Bible kerygmatically ... know-
ing that to do anything less is to reduce the living scriptural Word to a dead letter.18
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