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one’s citizenship is not tied to any country: the Order of Christian Funerals Number 132 states, “Any nation-
al flags or the flags or insignia of associations to which the deceased belonged are to be removed from the
coffin at the entrance of the church. They may be replaced after the coffin has been taken from the church.”

Such a practice reminds us that we are all citizens of the earth. As citizens of God’s kingdom, we inhabit
an order constituted by all the nations of the earth. Which must necessarily lead us to question our nation-
alistic practices: How can a Christian ever pray for the victory of our nation and the defeat of another? In
worship, how can we fly flags carried into battle, which symbolize victory for the winners and humiliation
for the losers? Flags divide and separate people into countries, friends, and enemies. But the church is to be
a sanctuary where unity and peace are preached and practiced; in God’s house we are to pray for the enemy
and forgive those who persecute us.

Do we really believe that God created a// humans in God’s image? Do we really believe that “in Christ
there is no East or West,” there is no “Jew or Greek”? From God’s vantage point there are no national
boundaries. The creator uses no maps delineated with our arbitrary geographical and political markers, but
we accept such markers as having great importance. Does God prefer lowa to Nebraska? The placement
of the “Welcome to Kansas™ sign is a result of ultimately trivial historical circumstance. Does not our fly-
ing the American flag in worship suggest that God prefers American over Iraqi?—a delineation having no
more ultimate significance than Texan or Tennessean. Yet our U.S. government sends our troops into battle,
armed with weapons and the flag, indoctrinating them to hate the enemy. Jesus calls us to go into the world
unarmed, loving our enemy and our neighbor. Love of neighbor is inclusive love. Love of country is exclu-
sive love. For God so loved the world... Do we really believe Jesus died for the whole world, or just our
little corner? Can you imagine a U.S. flag in heaven? ’

Alexander Campbell wrote in The Destiny of our Country, “Patriotism, it is conceded, has no special
place in the Christian religion. Its founder never pronounced a single sentence in commendation of it. The
reason is that the world was his field, and as patriotism is only an extension of the principle of selfishness,
he deigned it no regard; because selfishness is now the great and damning sin of mankind. We are com-
manded to love our neighbor as we love ourselves...our neighbor is every person in the world.”2

The all-inclusive love of God is a central theme in Christianity. The church is universal. But flags in
churches do not point us to this God of all nations, rather to an idolatrous god of one nation. Churches must
guard against any symbols, acts, or words in worship that lead us toward a religion of nationalism and away
from the central message of Jesus and its power to redeem and unite a broken world. Through the clamor of
the crowd we can barely hear the call of Jesus challenging us to be citizens of a different kingdom. In the
kingdom of God it doesn’t matter if you’re Jew or Greek, Iraqi or American, Chinese or Palestinian, male or
female. For we all are one in Christ, created by a God who loves us all.

Dr. Micki Pulleyking teaches in the Department of Religious Studies at Missouri State University, Springfield,
Missouri. She is also the minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Billings, Missouri.

2. Alexander Campbell, “The Destiny of our Country,” Popular Lectures and Addresses: No. VII., 184. The address was
delivered for the Philo-Literary Society of Canonsburg College, Pennsylvania, August 3, 1852.
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