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Paul returns to a discussion of his ministerial roles in 2:7. He was appointed as a herald and an apostle
and a teacher of the nations, a description that follows hard on the Christological statement in 2:5-6: "for
there is one God and one mediator between God and humans, the human Jesus Christ, who gave himself as a
ransom for all humans." As important as this statement itself is the connection to Paul's ministerial roles that
stands out. Paul was a herald insofar as the message he preached was the good news of Christ. He was an
apostle insofar as the edict of redemption he delivered announced ransom by Christ. And he was a teacher to
the nations insofar as he conveyed lessons about the mediating ministry of Christ.

It was not only Paul's apostolic ministry that flowed from Christ. The ministry of the designated servants
we call deacons occurred in the context of faith in Christ-"those who have served well gain an excellent
standing and great assurance in their faith In Christ Jesus" (3: 13). In fact the conduct of the life and ministry
of all Christians in the household of God was based on the mystery of the incarnate Christ (3.15-16).

More fundamentally yet, Christ provides the identity of the minister. Timothy was, according to 4:6,
the servant of Christ, ministering under the mastery of Christ. Paul's admonitions to Timothy regarding
his ministerial responsibilities flowed not so much from Paul's mentorship but from Christ's mastery over
his life and ministry (5:21). His challenge to Timothy to hold fast to the commandment (that is, his call to
ministryl-) came in the context of the first coming of Jesus Christ, at his faithful and fateful witness before
Pontius Pilate, and in the context of the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ at his appearing (6:14).
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So every aspect of Christian ministry-from the original call to the content and conduct of ministry to
the context in which we minister-is founded and focused on Christ. And that is as it must be. Every aspect
of the Christian life is founded and focused on Christ. The question, "How must we minister in the house-
hold of God?" is firmly rooted in the broader question, "How must we live in the household of God?" (3:15-
16). And the answer of course is the same. We live within the mystery. We minister in the mystery. We live
out of the good news of the incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and appearing of Christ. We
minister as we live-in the Lord.

LEE MAGNESS
Dr. Magness is professor of New Testament and Greek at Milligan College in Milligan College, Tennessee.

For instance, Fred Gealy's lengthy and elaborate summary of the themes in the Pastorals, including the section on the
"Form and Content of Doctrine," barely mentions the person and work of God or Jesus Christ. "The First and Second
Epistles to Timothy," in The Interpreter S Bible, Vol. II (New York: Abingdon, 1955).
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1992) and Gordon Fee, New International Biblical Commentary: 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson,
1988).

3 Ralph Earle, "1 Timothy," in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, Volume 11, ed. F. E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1978),345.

4 Gealy, 364.
5 A notable exception is Jerry L. Surnney's fine essay on the theology of 1 Timothy: "'God our Savior': The Fundamental
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334-348.
8 See Macl.eod, 334-348, for the rationale for this interpretation of the six statements in 3:16.
9 Guthrie, 47-48.

10 Ronald A. Nash, Commentary on 1and 2 Timothy and Titus (Waco, TX: Word, 1974), 15.
11 Knight, 90.
12 Although one relatively recent article (Stanley E. Porter, "What does it mean to be 'Saved by childbirth' (1 Timothy

2.15)?" Journalfor the Study of the New Testament 49, no. 01 (1993): 87-102) argues against an "overly theologized"
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interpretation of "through the childbearing," I find the connection to the birth of Christ compelling. Porter's argument is
weakened by his assumption that "she will be saved" must refer to spiritual not physical deliverance. Why would we not
see that as an "overly theological" interpretation?

13 Sumney's insightful article (119) makes an important connection between Christo logy and ecclesiology and between
Christo logy and Christian conduct. Ihave chosen to highlight the connection between Christo logy and Christian ministry.

14 "To this end (eis touto) is neuter and cannot refer specifically to any noun in the previous two verses. The end or goal
must therefore be the offering of life in Christ to men [sic)-the work of evangelism," Ronald A. Ward, Commentary
on 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus (Waco: Word, 1974),73. Life in the present age "refers to the promise of salvation that
resulted from Christ's first appearing, that is, his birth, ministry, death and resurrection," Mark J. Goodwin, "The Pauline
Background of the Living God as Interpretive Context for I Timothy 4.10," Journal for the Stud)' of the New Testament
61, no. 1 (1996): 68.

15 Knight, 266-268, has a good summary of the discussion over whether "command" here refers to Timothy's baptismal
admonitions or his ordination admonitions; although I disagree with his preference for the former. I lean toward a clear
connection to Timothy's ministry rather than his life in general (see Fee, 151-152).
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