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love.”3 The language is reminiscent of the kind of ravishing, consuming love that is sung about by many a
guy with a guitar about many a girl sitting in the front row.

In female mysticism, there is even more of a romantic emphasis as the goal is to achieve a divine union
with God, a union that is so powerful, it leaves them with a tremendous sense of loss when it is withdrawn.
St. Catherine of Siena believed that Christ joined her in a mystical marriage and went on to influence the
return of the papacy to Rome in 1370. St. Teresa of Avila experienced an angel of Christ penetrating her
with a dart and being filled with the love of God: “The loving exchange that takes place between the soul
and God is so sweet that I beg him in his goodness to give a taste to anyone who thinks I am lying.”*

St. Teresa apparently understood that the claims of divine union would be hard for everyone to believe
and rightly so. But what we find in the mystics is a reminder to us of just how literally we are to take the
metaphor of God as the Lover of the Beloved Humanity.

We do not have to experience mystical visions to glean meaning from the sex as salvation metaphor.
We simply need to grasp that the longing, the passion, and the surrender that we feel towards a lover should
enhance and deepen our understanding of God’s love for us. As consuming and as transforming as romantic
love can be in and of itself, it is not the end of the story. Both in culture and in life, we are tempted to settle
for the metaphor, to lose ourselves in the pursuit of sex and romance. We may think we are rescued when
we find love or sex or both. All the while, God the Lover is sitting at the candle-lit table in the corner with
the engagement ring held out, just hoping that Beloved Humanity will say yes. Christ the bridegroom has
prepared a new home for his new bride and is anxiously walking ahead of her, hoping that she will follow.
God offers the kind of salvation that lasts forever. It is the kind of salvation that makes us whole. It is the
kind of salvation that is still there in the morning.

The church should pay attention to what happens on-screen at the movies and on television. The church
should listen to what makes singers sing. The spiritual realities and the spiritual potential of our culture are
revealed in our stories and songs. “Consider the lilies of the field,” Jesus says to the crowd as they pass a
stretch of highway—there is truth about life in the field. To a crowd full of parents and wanderers, he tells
the story of the prodigal son. After all, they probably already know what it feels like to leave home, to fail
your parents or to have a child return. In these stories, he captures what they intuitively know and care about
and reveals greater truths.

The church must become gifted at passing fields and telling stories that capture what people already
know to be true and powerful. “Consider the moment when the screen fades to black”—there is truth
about life on the screen. To a culture that is longing for intimacy, a culture that pleas with every breath for
someone to make them feel desired, known and loved, the church must proclaim God as the Lover and
all people as the Beloved. What other Lover would surround the Beloved with the change of seasons, the
covering of the skies? What other Lover would break into the realm of earth from heaven, surrendering his
very life for the sake of an undeserving, oblivious Beloved? God is Creator, Parent, Savior, Lover. God is
the one running through the airport in the final scenes. God is the one waiting for the last dance. God is the
one standing outside the window playing our favorite song. God is the one who wants to whisper to us at
night the truth about who we really are. Fade to black. Redemption is here.
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