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movement. This leader is no longer a part of our churches, and a more Jesus-focused message is being
preached. The degree to which we keep that focus will largely determine how successful we will be at
showing the kingdom of God to the world.

While God’s discipline was needed and while corrections have been necessary, a great deal of good has
been done. There is today a culture in the ICOC where we expect to hear how radical God’s grace is, and
how radical our response to his extravagant generosity is to be. If the message starts sounding like a call
to be a nice church, most of our people become alarmed. They know this is not the Jesus they signed up to
follow. We expect to be challenged to care for the poor and called into serious relationships where we are
eagerly seeking help in changing to be like Jesus, and we expect to keep working for the evangelization of
our neighborhoods and cities and the whole world, knowing this will often bring a negative response (2 Cor

keep going to Jesus, who is the one who must teach us.

ToM A. JONES WAS THE FOUNDING EDITOR OF DISCIPLESHIP PUBLICATIONS INTERNATIONAL AND IS THE AUTHOR
OF TEN BOOKS INCLUDING NO ONE LIKE Him: JESUS AND His MEssaGe (DPI, 2003).

https://digitalcommons.pepperdine.edu/leaven/vol18/iss2/5



