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"graceless" preaching, some of us were concerned about a drift toward a performance-based orientation that
failed to show the connection between grace and discipleship. Thankfully, in recent years we have seen that
corrected, though danger always lurks among groups that preach a strong commitment.

A theology of the kingdom of God was carried over from the Churches of Christ that saw the kingdom
primarily in institutional (and sadly, very sectarian) terms, not in character and spiritual terms. A study of
the kingdom that involved a good deal of eisegesis was done with potential converts, primarily to get them
to commit to the church and to think of it in global terms. Disciples need to be committed to the church and
to think globally, but in handl ing scripture, the end does not justify the means. It was a bad precedent.

With a lack of proper emphasis on the kingdom in its full eschatological sense came a lack of emphasis
on the Sermon on the Mount and the full kingdom life. While we have fully embraced the idea that Jesus'
message is radical, we have not been as devoted to teaching everything he commanded=-including those
most radical parts of the sennon on non-resistance and loving our enemies. We must come to see these not
as quirky or peripheral commands left to each man's conscience, but as something entirely consistent with
living in the present age by the principles of the age to come (Isa 2.3--4).

We as a movement have not fully explored kingdom theology. However, because of at least three
reasons I expect we will see change here: (1) our respect for the Lordship of Jesus, (2) a track record of
being open to new teaching, and (3) the international character of our churches where kingdom citizenship
trumps nationalistic ideas.

Of great importance is that those in the movement began to look to Jesus' example with his disciples
to see what the relationships within the church ought to be. Eventually, there was much more concern that
the church demonstrate John 13.34-35 ("A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.") and the other "one another" passages, rather than it include the right acts of worship and the right
nomenclature for leaders, though those were stiII thought to be important.

Since being a disciple was a primary focus, these "one another" relationships were seen as God's plan
for helping all to grow in their discipleship. Much good was done in "discipling" relationships, except in
cases were there was a lack of mutuality and where one person began to exercise authority over another
in a worldly way that Jesus had renounced. Unfortunately this tendency began to be seen in many leaders,
which, of course, eventually meant that a problem developed throughout the fellowship. Attempts were
made to clarify the biblical approach. Books were written with a healthy balance, and they made some
impact. However, habits can be slow to change, and in some cases did not change until the events of
2003, when there was not only change but some serious overreaction in which the baby went out with
the bath water. After some time of reflection, most in our family of churches have seen that there can be
no care for new Christians and no consistent maturing of those in the body without healthy "one another"
relationships being encouraged and implemented among the members.

From its very inception the movement that led to the lCOC has been highlighting the Great Commission
and the call to take the gospel to the entire world. It first saw tremendous growth among college students,
and it would be those students who ten or so years later would start planting churches around the globe.
Almost always lacking in any preparation in cross-cultural communication, but fueled by passion and
faith, they planted churches in the major cities of more than 170 nations in a period of twenty years. While
serious mistakes were made and some of those churches were lost, the great majority of them endured, and
almost all are now completely led by nationals. (Much more on this can be found in Roger Lamb's article.)

For the most influential leader of the movement, sadly, the public message became more and more
about how the movement was growing and what shape it was taking. Failing to see the self-effacing nature
of kingdom leadership, he was highlighting the importance of his leadership. The message focused less
and less on how God had acted in Jesus, and more and more focused on how God was revealed in the

5

Jones: Jesus: Christ and Lord

Published by Pepperdine Digital Commons, 2010



82 LEAVEN Second Quarter 2010

movement. This leader is no longer a part of our churches, and a more Jesus-focused message is being
preached. The degree to which we keep that focus will largely determine how successful we will be at
showing the kingdom of God to the world.

While God's discipline was needed and while corrections have been necessary, a great deal of good has
been done. There is today a culture in the lcac where we expect to hear how radical God's grace is, and
how radical our response to his extravagant generosity is to be. If the message starts sounding like a call
to be a nice church, most of our people become alarmed. They know this is not the Jesus they signed up to
follow. We expect to be challenged to care for the poor and called into serious relationships where we are
eagerly seeking help in changing to be like Jesus, and we expect to keep working for the evangelization of
our neighborhoods and cities and the whole world, knowing this will often bring a negative response (2 Cor
2.15-16). We have much to learn about life in the kingdom, but for the most part there is still a hunger to
keep going to Jesus, who is the one who must teach us.
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